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1.Okaya Taiko Festival
2.Okaya 
Toronagashi
 & Fireworks
3.Yamabiko Park
4.Bicycles
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 (
Okaya
 City's 
Okaya
 Taiko Festival, which has continued since 1969, is considered one of the most prominent large-scale Japanese Taiko performances nationwide. The festival is held on the 13th and 14th of August every year. The festival kicks off with performances around the city, the main street leading up from the station is 
pedestrianized
, and a lively parade featuring 
Minakoi
 
Wassaka
 dancing is also held. As dusk approaches, a portable shrine is paraded around and more dancing can be seen. Once it becomes dark, the festivities move to the outdoor main stage where a truly spectacular 300-person 
taiko
 performance unfolds. This 300-person performance, which can be heard in the Heavens, is Japan's largest such performance. Performing 
taiko
 together with 300 people is no easy feat and should definitely not be missed! Come and experience the overwhelming force of the 
Okaya
 Taiko Festival this summer!
)
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What is Toro 
Nagashi
?
Toro 
Nagashi
 is a custom carried out on the last day of 
Obon
 throughout Japan. On this day, the spirits of deceased loved ones are sent down rivers on floating lanterns and small boats made from straw.
Due to the beauty and fairytale-like scene created by the lit lanterns that are floated out onto the water in the dark, in areas where this custom is carried out on a large scale, it has become both a way of grieving for deceased loved ones and an event that attracts tourists.
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When you think of summer in the 
Suwa
 area, the famous 
Suwa
 Firework Festival, held on the 15th of August, surely springs to mind, but you should not miss the smaller scale firework festival and Toro 
Nagashi
 which take place across the lake on 
Okaya's
 shores. The lanterns floated out onto the lake number more than 1000 and an impressive 2000 fireworks are launched from the lake. Kohan 
Koen
 across from the 
Kamaguchi
 
Suimon
 is one of the best spots to take in the festival.
)
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Okaya's
 
Toriidaira
 
Yamabiko
 Park is a park located at an elevation of between 950-1020m on a mountainside overlooking Lake 
Suwa
.  On a clear day, you can get a superb view of the 
Yatsugatake
 mountain range. The park boasts a range of different sports facilities and play equipment in the most beautiful of settings. Visit 
Yamabiko
 Park with family, friends, or even a special someone and enjoy summer to its fullest! 
)
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★Ｃｅｎｔｒａｌ　Ｐｌａｚａ　－　
With a water feature and shady trees, this is a very pleasant entrance to the park
★
Mountain Stream & Picnic Area - Relax in beautiful surroundings
★
Ikoi
 Plaza
・・・
BBQ among the trees in this luxuriantly green space
)
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 (
★Battery Powered Cars
 - A large selection of small vehic
les
 for small children to ride on
★Funny Bikes - around 20 different kinds of interestingly shaped bikes 
★Giant Slide - A long slide for both children and adults
★Dog Run - A free dog run where you can let your dog of its lead
)
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★Cycling - Enjoy an 
exhilirating
 
bicyle
 ride around the park's 1.4km cycling course
★Mallet Golf - A 36 hole woodland mallet golf course
★Disc Golf - Compete with friends by throwing 
frisbees
 into designated baskets
★Summer Bobsleigh - Take a speedy ride down the mountain on a specially designed bobsleigh
★Tennis Courts - Bring your racket and have a knock-about
★Sports Area - Can be used to practice and play baseball and soft
ball
★
Roller Skate Rink - A 200m rink which also boasts a hockey court
)
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Seasons & Scenery
)


 (
★Lavender Garden - Enjoy picking lavender 
（
Peak Season: June - July
）
★
View Plaza - A popular spot with a breathtaking view o
f Lake 
Suwa
 and the 
Yatugatake
 mountain r
ange
)

[image: http://image.mapple.net/ospot/photol/20/00/09/20000979_1418_1.jpg] (
Facilities
)


 (
★
Park Administrative Office and Shop - Local products and souvenirs for sale here
★Skyline Museum - Ideal for car 
fantics
! A museum with skyline cars on display that chronicle the ages
★Restaurant & Yakiniku Corner - Dine with an exquisite view. Yakiniku is by reservation
)
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Yamabiko
 Park Opening Hours
Open from：Mid-
april
 to mid-November
（
Closed during winter
）
Opening hours
：９：３０am
 - 5
：
００pm
Closed
：
Every Tuesday
※
If Tuesday falls on a national holiday, the park is closed on the following day, on 
wednesday
, instead.
※
During Golden Week and the summer season, the park is open 7 days a week.
Please see the homepage for more information.
http://yamabiko.okaya-park.com/
)
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Bicycles are convenient, green, and a great way to get some exercise, but a
re considered light 
vehichles
. As w
ith any vehicle, 
dangerous driving can lead to accidents.
 
It is important to know road rules and manners when riding bicycles.
)
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★
When cycling along the roadside, you must cycle on the left side only!
★
★
)

Until a recent change in the law, bicycles could be ridden along the roadside on either the left or the right.  Bicycles can now only be ridden on the left. Failing to adhere to this can result in a maximum jail sentence of 3 months or a fine of up to ¥50,000.
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The term describes a road with a white line painted on its surface marking a space for pedestrians in place of a sidewalk.
)What is meant by roadside?



Q：Where should I cycle if the road has a sidewalk?

A：Bicycles should be ridden on the left-hand side of the road the same as cars. However, in the following cases, bicycles can also be ridden on the sidewalk.

●When there is a sign giving permission to cycle on the sidewalk.
●If you are under 13, over 70, or disabled.
[image: http://www.bicyclecolor.com/tan/%E6%AD%A9%E9%81%93%E9%80%9A%E8%A1%8C%E5%8F%AF.jpg]●When it is dangerous to cycle on the road (e.g. when roadwork is taking place, if the road is obstructed by a car, etc...)
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★
Bicycles without brakes must not be ridden!
★
)


 (
●
Bicycles without breaks or the necessary equipment to ensure safe stopping can be pulled over by police and subjected to an inspection.
●
If bicycles are not fitted with the necessary equipment or if not in working order, police can demand that you fix the issue and prohibit you from riding your bicycle.
)
 (
Ahh
, there are no brakes
！
)
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